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ABSTRACT 
 
DEVI RATNA SARI, A. 320 090 284. RATIONALITY AND 
SURVIVAL OF LIFE OF PI REFLECTED IN YANN MARTEL’S 
LIFE OF PI NOVEL (2001): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 
APPROACH. RESEARCH PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH 
UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2013. 
 This study is aimed to show rationality and survival of Piscine Molitor 
Patel act in Life of Pi novel by using an individual psychological approach. It is 
done by establishing two objectives: the first is analyzing the novel based on its 
structural elements and the second is analyzing the novel based on the Individual 
Psychological Approach.This research is descriptive qualitative research. Type of 
data of the study is text taken from two data sources: primary and secondary. The 
primary data sources is Life of Pinovel written by Yann Martel published in 2001. 
While the secondary data sources are other materials taken from books, journals, 
and internet related to the study. Both data are collected through library research 
and analyzed by descriptive analysis.The study comes to the following 
conclusions. First, based on the structural analysis of each elements, it shows that 
the character and characterization,plot, setting, point of view, theme, styles are 
related to each other and form a unity. Second, based on the Individual 
Psychological analysis reflected in the character and characterization in fictional 
finalism, inferiority feelings and compensation, striving for superiority, social 
interest, style of life, and creative power of self form a solid unity. The last, based 
on rationality and survival analysis are focused on Piscine Molitor Patel as the 
major character of Life of Pi, human used their rationality and survival in their 
life.  
Keywords: Rationality, Survival, an Individual Psychological Approach 
 
